
Arctic Action Plan of the  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Due to its proximity, the future of the Arctic is important for not only Estonia’s northern 
neighbours but for Estonia itself. There is a reason why the Arctic is called the environment’s 
early warning system. The ecosystem of the Arctic is critical to the health of the planet, but it is 
also most vulnerable to climate change. Therefore, any change in the Arctic inevitably affects 
the wellbeing of the entire planet. The Arctic is changing quickly as a result of climate change 
and its importance is growing in the political, strategic and economic considerations of countries 
that prioritise the region. To better grasp the challenges and opportunities the changes in the 
Arctic entail, we boost Estonia’s participation in the diverse international cooperation in the 
region. To this end, the action plan of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sets strategic goals. 

In security, we would like to see the Arctic  
remain a region free of conflict and tensions.  
To achieve this, it is important to work with Allies 
and ensure situational awareness of security 
developments in the Arctic, and the ability to  
deal with threats from all directions, including  
the Arctic.

As part of regional cooperation, we are supporting 
ambitious goals for the sustainable development of 
the Arctic. We want to be active participants in the 
diverse network of cooperation formats on the Arctic 
and a good partner to Arctic states. This involves 
bilateral contacts with these states, participation 
in the main annual conferences on the Arctic and 
contributing to the EU’s discussions on its policy on 
the Arctic. We also aim to sustain support for our 
application to become an observer on the Arctic 
Council, if this possibility arises in the future. 

In environmental protection, including  
biodiversity and climate diplomacy, we would 
like to help improve knowledge of the links and 
interaction between the Arctic and the Baltic 
Sea region in order to adapt to and mitigate the 
impact of global climate change. To this end, we 
are contributing to the participation of Estonian 
researchers in projects related to the environmental 
issues of the Arctic.

In boosting research cooperation, we support 
the objective of Estonian polar research remaining 
a high-level and thematically diverse field, 
and maintaining and developing the ability of 
Estonian researchers to cooperate with renowned 
international partners. To this end, we are continuing 
to present Estonian polar sciences internationally 
and, if possible, we are supporting research that is 
valuable for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and that 
would help improve our understanding of the Arctic 
as a region of growing geopolitical importance.

In the economy, we will work towards increasing 
awareness among Arctic states about the 
capabilities of Estonian companies and research 
institutions to provide competitive and sustainable 
solutions to the development needs of the Arctic. 
Estonia’s strengths include digital solutions in 
administration and education, residential and 
infrastructure construction, the adaptation of 
vessels for shipping in the Arctic, the capability to 
provide ice-breaking services, the processing of 
critical raw materials, and the blue economy.

We would like to be a good partner to the 
organisations, activists and policymakers of the 
indigenous peoples of the Arctic, with a focus  
on the protection of the rights of Finno-Ugric 
peoples, maintaining links between researchers 
and the civil society, and on boosting cooperation 
on culture.

Additional information: the Department for Connectivity and Climate Diplomacy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Objectives and actions:


